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Description

In high-conflict divorce proceedings, narcissistic manipulation exploits linguistic patterns to distort
reality, erode victim credibility, and undermine judicial clarity. This paper introduces the Witness Dyad
Framework, a novel forensic linguistic methodology that leverages Thoughtprint (Cognitive Integrity
Trace) and Shadowprint (Distortion Pattern Indexing) to detect covert abuse through recursive
coherence modeling. Grounded in quantum-inspired stochastic dynamics (® S (t) =t 0 Rk (S(1), S(t
-))dt) and pattern recognition [Havens and Havens, 2025b,c], this non-clinical approach offers private
investigators, attorneys, and clinicians a falsifiable, scalable tool for analyzing testimony and affidavits.
By identifying DARVO [Freyd, 19971, gaslighting [Stark, 2007], and performative sanity, the framework
restores narrative truth for survivors. We propose Coherence-Based Forensic Linguistics as a
transformative subdiscipline, bridging psychology, computational linguistics , and legal practice,
drawing on trauma psychology [Herman, 1992] and linguistic analysis [Pennebaker et al., 2003, Shuy,
1993] to address the invisible wounds of psychological abuse.

® Public File (1) X Private File (1)

Content uploaded by Mark Author content

i v
[3 havens__25Jun06__wit... AL.pdf Randall Havens

Content may be subject to copyright.

Page 1

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/392937332_Witness Fracture A Forensic_Linguistic Framework for Detecting Narcissistic Manipulation i... 2/6


https://explore.researchgate.net/display/support/Research+Spotlights
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mark-Havens
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mark-Havens
https://www.researchgate.net/spotlights/create?publicationId=PB%3A392937332

6/26/25, 10:01 AM (PDF) Witness Fracture: A Forensic Linguistic Framework for Detecting Narcissistic Manipulation in High-Conflict Divorce

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/392937332_Witness Fracture A Forensic_Linguistic Framework for Detecting Narcissistic Manipulation i... 3/6



6/26/25, 10:01 AM (PDF) Witness Fracture: A Forensic Linguistic Framework for Detecting Narcissistic Manipulation in High-Conflict Divorce

Page 2

Loading page...

Similar research

Family violence experts in the criminal court: the need to fill the void

Article | Full-text available

April 2021
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Mark Henaghan - Jacqueline Short - @ Pauline Gulliver

This paper describes the role of family violence expert evidence and argues for the need for
adequately trained and experienced specialists to provide that evidence within the criminal jurisdiction
of the District Court and High Court in Aotearoa New Zealand. Court processes for the criminal...
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Checking the truth value of political statements is difficult. Fact checking computationally has
therefore not been very successful. An alternative to checking the truth value of a statement is to not
consider the facts that are stated, but the way the statement is expressed. Using linguistic features...
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Min Yang - {3 Min Wang
Despite the inherently multimodal nature of the courtroom, studies of multimodality in forensic

linguistics have been scarce. This study uses the stance triangle and ideological square concepts and
the assumption that recurrent gestures serve as stance-taking resources to analyze conflicting...
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Journal of Pragmatics
@ David Wright - @ Jeremy Robson - Helen Murray-Edwards - () Natalie Braber

This paper is a corpus-assisted discourse analysis of the use of the word respect by the main
advocates in the High Court and Supreme Court hearings of R v Secretary of State for Exiting the
European Union (the ‘Brexit case’). Courtroom discourse has received substantial research attention i...
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