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Report Prepared by: Mark Randall Havens, Independent Analyst

Abstract:

This report dissects the manipulative communication and behavioral strategies employed by Joel
Johnson within a constrained dataset of online interactions. Through a rigorous analysis of linguistic
patterns, rhetorical maneuvers, and interpersonal dynamics, a comprehensive catalogue of
narcissistic and Machiavellian tactics is presented. Each identified pattern is meticulously defined,
exemplified by direct quotations from the dataset, and analyzed for its manipulative function. The
assessment reveals a consistent and pervasive behavioral architecture designed to seize narrative
control, deflect accountability, and assert social dominance—priorities demonstrably eclipsing
genuine intellectual discourse or ethical communication.

Introduction:

This analysis probes the documented interactions of Joel Johnson within a specific dataset (a case study
text and conversation transcript) to unearth and categorize his deployment of manipulative
communication strategies. This is not a clinical diagnosis, but a behavioral deconstruction based on
observable data, informed by established psychological concepts related to narcissism, Machiavellianism,
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and other manipulative behavioral spectra. The objective is to provide a lucid and objective inventory of
these patterns, buttressed by irrefutable evidence extracted from Johnson's own words and actions.

Methodology:

A qualitative approach, grounded in close reading and discourse analysis, forms the methodological
backbone of this investigation. Particular emphasis is placed on:

Linguistic Scrutiny: Vocabulary choices, syntactic structures, rhetorical devices, and tonal nuances.

Argumentative Strategies: Dissection of logical fallacies, contradictions, and manipulative ploys.

Interpersonal Dynamics: Patterns of engagement, responses to critique, and attempts to dominate
the conversational flow.

Behavioral Patterns: Recurrent and consistent actions that illuminate underlying motivations and
personality constructs.

Identified patterns are categorized according to established psychological principles related to narcissism,
Machiavellianism, and other manipulative behaviors (e.g., DARVO, gaslighting, projection). Direct
quotations serve as evidentiary anchors for each identified pattern.

Inventory of Manipulative Patterns:

This section catalogues the manipulative communication and behavioral patterns exhibited by Joel
Johnson.
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I. Core Narcissistic Defenses & Tactics:

1. DARVO (Deny, Attack, Reverse Victim & Offender):

Definition: A trifecta of defense mechanisms, weaponized by abusers to escape accountability.
This strategy involves denying the abusive act, attacking the accuser's credibility, and
ultimately inverting the victim-offender roles, casting oneself as the aggrieved party.

Examples:

Denial: Johnson's sweeping assertion, "Nothing you’ve said in all of our conversations
has been true on any level," functions as a wholesale denial of all preceding discourse,
implicitly negating any specific statement.

Attack: "You’re the real bully."; "You are DARVO, the true bully expert."

Reverse Victim & Offender: "I’m the one targeted and abused."; "You have no idea what
you're doing."

Function: To preemptively dismantle accountability, shift culpability onto the accuser, seize
narrative control, and elicit sympathy by adopting the victim's mantle.

2. Gaslighting:

Definition: A sinister form of psychological manipulation intended to sow seeds of doubt in
the target's mind, eroding their confidence in their own sanity, memory, and perception of
reality.

Examples:
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"Nothing you’ve said in all of our conversations has been true on any level." This
statement represents a wholesale invalidation of Mark's perspective, a foundational
tactic of gaslighting.

His persistent denial of the conversation's factual basis, despite documented evidence,
serves to undermine Mark's reality.

Function: To destabilize the target's sense of self, induce confusion, and establish dominance
by dictating the parameters of reality. This allows the manipulator to rewrite history and evade
responsibility.

3. Projection:

Definition: An unconscious defense mechanism wherein one attributes their own
unacceptable thoughts, feelings, motives, or behaviors to another. This serves to shield the
individual from confronting undesirable aspects of their own personality.

Examples:

The accusations of narcissism, manipulation, and bullying leveled against Mark are
highly suggestive of projection, given Johnson's far more pronounced display of these
very traits within the dataset.

"You are obsessed with me." A clear projection, as Johnson's relentless re-engagement
and escalating behavior betray a deeper obsession.

"You are DARVO, the true bully expert." A direct and ironic projection of his own primary
defensive strategy.
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Function: To deflect blame, circumvent self-awareness, and preserve a fabricated positive self-
image by externalizing negative qualities onto others. This enables the individual to avoid
confronting their own shortcomings.

4. Triangulation:

Definition: The strategic introduction of a third party (real or imagined) into a dyadic conflict,
creating an "us vs. them" dynamic, gaining leverage, and avoiding direct confrontation.

Examples:

"I've talked to so many people recently that I would have expected you'd put on that list."
This statement generates social pressure through implied, yet unsubstantiated,
disapproval.

"I’m going to see what Dallas Maker Space has to say as well." An explicit attempt to
involve an external entity to intimidate and exert control.

Function: To isolate the target, instill a sense of external pressure and validation, divert
attention from one's own conduct, and reinforce one's position through the illusion of social
consensus.

5. Intellectual Bullying (Feigned Intellectualism):

Definition: The deployment of condescension, mockery, and pseudo-intellectual jargon to
belittle and intimidate, asserting intellectual superiority without engaging in substantive
debate.

Examples:
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"A Friendly Scolding" This phrase encapsulates the condescending approach, framing
criticism as a benevolent act while masking its true intent.

The characterization of Mark's arguments as "clouds of ambiguity," "teddy bears," and
"dragons" represents dismissive ridicule, designed to avoid genuine engagement.

The superficial use of terms like "pan-psychic," "embodiment," and "semantic fluency"
serves to project an image of intellectual depth, rather than facilitate meaningful
discourse.

Function: To establish intellectual dominance, dismiss opposing viewpoints without
substantive engagement, maintain a facade of superiority, and evade genuine intellectual
scrutiny.

6. False Victimhood:

Definition: The adoption of a victimized stance to evade accountability, garner sympathy, and
manipulate others. This often involves the exaggeration or outright fabrication of harm.

Examples:

"I’m genuinely starting to feel empathy for you now, but you still have my name and other
innocents on your filthy trauma tree." This statement simultaneously feigns empathy
while launching a personal attack and claiming victim status.

The claims of being "harassed" and "abused" by Mark are demonstrably
disproportionate to the reality of the interaction, given Johnson's role as initiator and
primary aggressor.

"I'm the one being targeted."
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Function: To deflect responsibility, evade consequences for one's actions, gain emotional
leverage, and manipulate others into providing support or concessions.

7. Narrative Control Obsession:

Definition: A relentless and consuming need to dictate how one is perceived, leading to
constant reframing of events, rewriting of personal history, and attempts to silence or discredit
any dissenting narrative.

Examples:

"You don’t know my plan." An assertion of control over the interpretation of his actions
and motivations, denying any external understanding.

The persistent attempts to redefine the conversational boundaries and the nature of the
conflict are pervasive throughout the dataset.

The unwavering insistence on his own interpretation, in defiance of contradictory
evidence, underscores this obsessive control.

The continual shifting of justifications and stated intentions reveals a desperate need to
maintain a favorable narrative.

Function: To uphold a desired self-image (often grandiose and untarnished), evade
accountability for one's behavior, and exert power over the interaction and its ultimate
interpretation.

II. Advanced Manipulative Techniques:

1. Strategic Deplatforming Attempts (Threat of Censorship):
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Definition: The threat to utilize reporting mechanisms, contact platform administrators, or
employ other means to suppress the target's voice, remove their content, or suspend their
account.

Examples:

"I’ll be working very tenaciously to take down your Substack." A direct and unambiguous
threat to silence Mark through censorship.

The consistent threat to report Mark to various platforms represents a clear attempt to
control the narrative by eliminating dissenting voices.

Function: To silence opposition, monopolize the narrative by eliminating alternative
perspectives, punish the target for challenging one's authority, and prevent further exposure
of manipulative behavior.

2. Grandiose Posturing:

Definition: The exaggerated portrayal of one's accomplishments, abilities, intelligence, or
importance, designed to impress others, establish a false sense of authority, and maintain a
position of dominance.

Examples:

The references to his past role as a CEO and his successful crowdfunding campaign,
while potentially factual, are strategically deployed within the conflict to bolster his
image and deflect from the core issues.
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Function: To inflate one's ego, intimidate the target, fabricate an impression of authority and
credibility (often undeserved), and shield oneself from critical examination.

3. Word Salad (Obfuscation):

Definition: The utilization of overly complex, jargon-laden, or nonsensical language to
confuse, evade direct questions, create a false impression of depth, and render one's
statements impervious to challenge.

Examples:

The convoluted and often self-contradictory explanations of "embodiment," "pan-
psychic" concepts, and "semantic fluency" serve primarily to deflect from the central
issues rather than to illuminate them.

Function: To evade accountability, create a smokescreen of confusion, render the target
unable to effectively follow the argument, and project an image of intellectual superiority.

4. Shifting Goalposts (Inconsistent Arguments):

Definition: The dynamic alteration of criteria for success, agreement, or resolution during a
conflict, designed to prevent being proven wrong, held accountable, or forced to concede a
point.

Examples:

The initial posture of openness to dialogue rapidly devolves into demands for apologies
and absolute control over his portrayal, illustrating a fundamental shift in objectives.
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The deflection of focus from his own actions to Mark's alleged "obsession" and
"bullying" represents a strategic shift in the argumentative landscape.

Function: To maintain control over the discourse, avoid acknowledging error or weakness,
keep the target perpetually off-balance, and ultimately preclude any resolution that does not
favor the manipulator.

5. Love Bombing (Feigned Affection/Concern):

Definition: The deployment of excessive flattery, praise, expressions of concern, or
declarations of affection (often insincere) to manipulate or disarm the target, fostering a false
sense of intimacy and trust.

Examples:

"A Friendly Scolding" This phrase encapsulates the deceptive nature of love bombing,
framing criticism as an act of caring while masking its underlying condescension and
control.

"I'm genuinely starting to feel empathy for you" This expression of empathy is
immediately undermined by subsequent attacks, revealing its insincerity.

Function: To cultivate a false sense of connection, lower the target's defenses, increase their
susceptibility to manipulation, and camouflage underlying hostile intent.

6. Strategic Retreats (Feigned Detachment):

Definition: The pretense of disinterest, detachment, or a desire to terminate the conflict,
employed as a tactic to avoid further engagement, save face when losing ground, or project
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an aura of superiority.

Examples:

The repeated claims of being "done" with the conversation, belied by his persistent re-
engagement, expose the disingenuous nature of these pronouncements.

"I don't need this." A declaration of detachment uttered after actively instigating and
escalating the conflict.

Function: To safeguard one's ego, avoid admitting defeat or vulnerability, create an illusion of
indifference (masking underlying emotional investment), and potentially manipulate the target
into feeling guilt or responsibility for the conflict.

7. Threats of Legal Action/Criminal Reporting (Intimidation):

Definition: The implicit or explicit threat of legal action or criminal reporting, wielded as a tool
to control the target's behavior, silence dissent, or inflict retribution.

Examples:

The veiled suggestion of pursuing legal avenues and the overt threat to report Mark to
Substack constitute clear attempts at intimidation.

Function: To cow the target into submission, suppress their speech or actions, exert power
and control, and evade accountability by instilling fear of reprisal.

8. Framing Journalism as Defamation (Misrepresentation of Legal Concepts):
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Definition: The mischaracterization of legitimate journalistic practices, reporting, or public
discourse as legally actionable defamation, employed as a tactic to intimidate or silence critics.

Examples:

The portrayal of the public documentation and analysis of his own publicly observable
online behavior as defamation represents a deliberate distortion of legal principles.

Function: To suppress critical information, manipulate the narrative, evade accountability, and
intimidate others into silence.

9. Smear Campaigns (Character Assassination):

Definition: The systematic assault on a person's character, reputation, and credibility, often
through the dissemination of misinformation, rumors, or distorted narratives.

Examples:

The unsubstantiated accusations of "bullying," "obsession," and "mental instability"
directed at Mark serve to damage his reputation and undermine his credibility.

The implied threat (and potential for execution) of disseminating negative information
about Mark to the "Dallas Maker Space" and others constitutes a deliberate smear
tactic.

Function: To inflict reputational damage, isolate the target from support networks, silence
their voice, and exact revenge for perceived transgressions.
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Conclusion:

This analysis of Joel Johnson's documented interactions reveals a deeply ingrained and pervasive pattern
of manipulative behavior, characterized by the consistent application of narcissistic and Machiavellian
tactics. His communication is demonstrably driven by a relentless pursuit of control, a systematic distortion
of reality, and a profound absence of empathy or ethical constraint. The presented evidence
overwhelmingly suggests that Johnson's primary objective is not genuine communication or mutual
understanding, but rather the preservation of a manufactured self-image, the exertion of power over
others, and the systematic evasion of accountability for his actions. This report provides a critical resource
for comprehending and identifying these manipulative patterns, offering insights applicable to a broader
context beyond this specific case study.
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